
For a few items below, the priority order here might 
be different, depending on whether you work for a 
national, regional or local government.

1. Make the New Energy Age your brand

As the next few decades
wear on, no other issue will
advance your government
or political career as much.
You don’t have to be an
over-the-top greenie. It can
be nuanced as in “agent of
change for a healthier to-
morrow.” This brand can be
actualized through clean
tech economic policy to
strengthen local busi-
nesses and create local
jobs, green housing for families in need, budget integrity through sustainable
government facilities, preventive healthcare and better communities through
a cleaner environment and better food policies.

The reason this will work politically is that huge numbers of under 30s are un-
equivocal environmentalists; and those who just can’t shake the oil habit are
approaching retirement age. The voters in the middle are quickly realizing that
carbon commodity businesses are too unstable, whereas employment related
to electricity and clean tech can predictably provide a decent income for years. 

We know that the environment has traditionally had widespread soft support,
but it’s getting firmer every day, as education improves and more people work
in modern businesses. Wind turbines and solar panels are common sights in 
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rural North America, making them less threatening to right-wing, rural people.
Texas is the wind power capital of the world. More of us are learning about the
benefits of renewables. 

Voter turnout among Millennials is beginning to
improve, because they’re increasingly frustrated
with older people and they are more accessible,
as political organizations strengthen their social
media capability. They may even eventually be-
come the easiest group to reach and motivate.

As every political strategist and leader knows, the ‘change’ pendulum and how
it is subtly emphasized, de-emphasized and re-emphasized is the currency of
electoral success. In the next 30 years many of the ‘change’ issues will be linked
to clean energy. The Trump-Brexit-fear trend is real, but these voters are not
really anti-green, because they believe in saving money, strong local economies
and energy independence. Their constituencies are also older, and politics may
soon swing back a little toward the middle. 

Elected officials need to think in terms of
legacy, not in terms of today’s front page.
The new generations are better educated
and are beginning to see beyond the short
term. It won’t be long before they always
know what’s “fake news” and what is not.
So they might actually recognize and im-
mediately respect your longer-term vision,
especially if you articulate it well. Political
strategists say connecting “healthy fami-
lies” with “clean air” apparently resonates
better than other wording. Agonize over
your sound bites and get them right. As
you know, you’ve got twenty seconds with
most of the modern media.  

Read Jane Jacobs’ books and stick up for
livable communities, especially if you’re at
the regional or local government level.
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2. Punish polluters and reward clean tech
It’s really straightforward. Start with the
money as a signal to the marketplace. The
reason CEOs are demanding a clean tech
economy is they know it’s coming anyway, so
they simply want predictability sooner. They
seek decisiveness from government and more
certainty in their financial statements. 

Follow advice from the World Bank and the Economist to shut off or phase
down the $400-$500 billion being spent globally on stimulus, incentives and
subsidies for carbon-based industries, and to increase the $100 billion currently
provided for clean tech industries. (Please see details on energy company sup-
ports in the Investment and Politics & Economics chapters of The New Energy
Age). Strengthen polluter-pay laws and introduce a carbon tax or cap and trade
scheme. 

Don’t allow outcries from vested interest lobbyists to confuse you. This is the
raison d’être of government; to intervene in the market when necessary and
move us forward as a society.  Please take a look at the chapters on Politics &
Economics, and Government in The New Energy Age for more on how the new
energy age is creating jobs and how regimes with carbon taxes have not been
hurt economically.
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3. Buildings- Financing & incentives for retrofits and new buildings
As we know, one day all new buildings will be net-zero using clean energy. The
job of government is to get us there. Today, we’re at about 85% gas heat. Deal
with both new buildings and existing buildings but recognize that at this point
existing buildings are the higher priority. 

Solar rooftop costs have dropped about 60% -
80% in the past five years, paving the way for
a completely different kind of future. Be care-
ful with incentives. It’s an art. They need to be
big enough to attract attention and partici-
pants, but don’t empty your coffers too
quickly. Sadly, too many governments have
made ham-fisted programs that fill up over
night and then have to be withdrawn. Study
successful programs in other jurisdictions.

Financing is more important than
incentives at this point, because
savings from building clean tech are
real and payback periods are shrink-
ing. So the biggest challenge is up-
front capital financing, during the
transition to better commercial via-
bility of clean building systems. Peo-
ple are accustomed to financing
water heaters, furnaces, cars and houses already. So help with a loan can be as
popular as a grant. And loans don’t penalize non-participating taxpayers. Fi-
nance programs also pair nicely with educational programs. I hear all the time
about people paying too much for outdated technology, because that’s what
their local installer recommended. 

Governments have access to helpful technical expertise and cost comparisons;
and are well-positioned with existing web sites, etc. to help people without
spending much new government money. Read about great programs in Nova
Scotia, Michigan, and about SolarCity in the Government chapter of The New
Energy Age. 
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4. Move Now to Clean Power Generation 
It’s time for everyone to accept the unvarnished truth. Utility scale power will
eventually be wind, solar, tidal and hydro. Coal and gas are the problem. Plu-
tonium-based nuclear costs way too much, because it’s so incredibly dangerous
and environmentally destructive. Thorium-based nuclear might work but it
won’t be proven for another half century. Biomass is transitional, a way-station
on the road to a clean future.

Solar utility scale costs have dropped
about 50% - 60% in the past five
years. Utility wind power costs in the
USA have dropped about 66% in the
past 6 years. Coal, oil, gas, biomass
and nuclear are all under threat, as
clean solar and wind reach cost parity
and even drop below these inferior
electricity generation alternatives. It’s
the kind of business disruption that
will completely change the economy
of the world. Wind and solar are the
cleanest, safest, least expensive to build, least expensive to operate, 
and fastest to build. 

Anyone who knows what they are talking about will not be able to challenge
this. Governments need to give their heads a shake and stop pandering to the
interests backing coal, gas, and plutonium nuclear. You’re wasting our tax dol-
lars. You will, and should, lose your job. Historians will place you in categories
that will embarrass your family.

5. Buildings - Intervene with Utilities
The rooftop solar net-metering explosion has created some key problems. Gov-
ernment people, politicians and energy boards need to be involved and solve
these in a fair way. This is what leadership and change are all about. These are
growing pains. Sort them out and make it fair. Don’t let the big money win just
because it’s the big money. Keep an eye on the future. Some real messes have
been made in Nevada and Hawaii. Be careful and try to avoid leaving it to the
courts, but if it gets there, take your responsibilities seriously and, if necessary,
use government resources to challenge misguided decisions. 
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6. Invest in clean, green transit and require low emission vehicles. 
The most successful cities have the best transit
systems and infrastructure. The sad part is that
this has become common knowledge at a time
when the cost of modern transit is crippling. But
it will only become more expensive in the future
and the time to invest is now. Do not get trapped
by number-crunching naysayers who suggest it won’t pay for itself. That’s back-
ward rationale. Think like an investor. Healthy, modern cities support better
employers and successful employees in all fields. In the New York City region,
traffic gridlock is estimated to create losses of $13 billion each year. BRT is a
good modern transit solution for tight budgets. If you don’t know much about
it, read about it in the Transportation chapter of The New Energy Age, or ask a
member of your team for a brief.

Use emission standards and other regulations to phase out widespread use of
the internal combustion engine. There’s no question now. Electric vehicles are
about to explode. As I write this there are more than 100,000 electrics being
added to the roads in North America each year. Elon Musk at Tesla has just
launched an electric family sedan costing $35k with lots of range. In 24 hours
he received more than $4 billion in orders. This increased to about $16.8 billion
later in the year. Chevy, Honda, BMW; there are hundreds of models coming
on stream. Charging stations are popping up everywhere. The cost of batteries
are predicted to nosedive within a few short years. More electric cars detail
can be found in the Transportation chapter, and additional Tesla information
in the Business chapter.

7. Accelerate the green building code development process. 
Listen to your building experts and help advance the requirements for better
building envelopes, clean mechanical systems and greener communities.
Builders and developers are hugely influenced by national and regional building
codes, because they level the playing field in what would be an even more wild-
west construction industry without them. 

This is a difficult area because we need fast action, but it tends to be a plodding,
detail-oriented process. The temptation for government leaders is to avoid it
altogether, but the opposite approach is needed. Find ways to accelerate the
process towards well-qualified consensus, then act quickly to incorporate
agreement into the next code publication. 
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The committees themselves can probably suggest ways to speed up the
process. Ease the old dinosaurs off the committees by pushing younger people
onto them. You know or can find out who the progressive builders are. Build
our new world with their help and expertise.

8. Set the example and clean up regulations
Make sure government buildings and vehicle fleets set examples and use clean
energy systems. You should also conduct a legislative and regulatory audit to
see what else is blocking progress towards the new energy age, and clear those
blockages asap. That’s an important simple measure that should cost very little.
One report.

9. Invest in district energy
The business case for district
energy is compelling enough
that governments at all levels
should be in some kind of part-
nership with the cities. The UN
says district energy develop-
ment results in huge energy
savings, at around  50%.

It provides maintenance cost savings and new revenue streams for municipal-
ities. Get in on it! A lot of first generation district energy plants are gas or CHP
biomass. The latter is better than the former, but both need to change to wind,
solar, hydro, etc. Leapfrog to the new energy age.

10. Keep an eye on desalination technology
Accelerated melting of glaciers feeding rivers, global pollution of fresh water
(and oceans), global trade depleting Asian aquifers, and global warming are
creating unusually long droughts in regions like California and are all leading to
the next environmental crisis: water. 

Israel has mature desalination systems, but they are very expensive energy
hogs. California has no choice and is now trying a lot of new configurations and
desalination technologies. Keep updated.
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CLIMATE CHANGE PRIORITY ACTION STEPS
GOVERNMENT PEOPLE & POLITICAL LEADERS

1. Make the New Energy Age your brand.

2. Punish polluters and reward clean tech.

3. Buildings- Provide financing & incentives 

for retrofits and new buildings.

4. Move now to clean power generation 

-the cleanest, safest, cheapest to build, cheapest to operate, 

and fastest to build. 

5. Buildings - Intervene with utilities.

6. Invest in clean, green transit and require low 

emission vehicles. 

7. Accelerate the green building code 

development process. 

8. Set the example and clean up regulations.

9. Invest in district energy.

10. Keep an eye on desalination technology.

SUMMARY
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