
This section is designed for institutional, individual, VC and
angel investors with a longer-term view, and the entrepre-
neurs who work with them; so day traders might not be inter-
ested. If you are feeling skeptical about any of the statements
made in this Top 10 List, please first check the Investors chap-
ter of The New Energy Age. There you will find references, some interesting
case examples and other supporting detail. 

1. Investigate an historic opportunity
The stars are aligning in a way that suggests that the energy and clean tech sec-
tors are a highly predictable growth opportunity today, and over the next few
decades. 

Outlooks predict greater electrification,
more electricity demand, more renew-
ables and increasing stability in energy
markets. The indicators are mostly
pointing in the opposite direction for
coal, oil, and eventually, for gas. 

An energy business disruption of this
proportion hasn’t happened for about
100 years and an energy shift on this
scale is totally unprecedented. The ex-
pected steep timeline or trajectory is
equally historic.

Your stakeholders should be forgiven
for expecting you to find them some se-
rious gains in the energy, construction
and transportation businesses.
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2. Act on disruption opportunity - Electricity business

Please see the Electricity and Investment chapters of The New Energy Age for
information on the relevant scale, magnitude and trajectory of the current elec-
tricity disruption. Key investment areas are identified, as well as investment
milestones and signals involving Berkshire Hathaway, GE, Alstom, Iberdrola, BP,
Google, Apple, Microsoft, and the ALTEX and NALFX funds.            bbbbb

3. Act on disruption opportunity - Construction business
Although the construction industry is still recovering, its growth continues to
outpace the US market in general. Housing starts are on the upswing and dou-
ble-digit growth is becoming the norm. 

This augers well for clean energy systems within buildings because this category
is performing even at a time when natural gas heating prices are very low, due
to the continuing penetration of ‘smarter’ technology, and smaller, easier, more
capable, more efficient systems. 

Please see the CONSTRUC-
TION BUSINESS section of the
Buildings chapter in The New
Energy Age to learn more
about key building technolo-
gies and government influ-
ences like the 30% tax credit
on renewables in the USA.
They are driving change and
creating positive opportunities
in the construction business.
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4. Don’t invest in carbon bubble companies 
- High risk re insurance, litigation and stranded assets

Insurance: As we know, overreaction damages investment performance. It also
limits corporate performance. Denial of the coming new energy age is really a
form of overreaction and is no longer a viable corporate strategy. Insurers and
reinsurers are concerned about corporate strategy in connection with exposure
of assets to weather events (dramatically increasing in number and intensity)
operational adaptation planning, competitiveness, carbon taxes, fines, and
much more. 

Premiums are based on risk, and risk is being reassessed at all levels. Please
see the Investment chapter under INSURANCE COMPANIES for more detail on
what’s happening to premiums as a result of extreme weather and claim costs;
and also what insurance companies expect of corporate planning for risk.

Fines and lost sales: Please see the Business chapter for information on what
it cost Volkswagen in fines, lost sales and lost market share after it cheated
emissions technology; and how other automakers like Tesla and BMW are flour-
ishing with new technology. You will also find information on the incredibly
high costs that oil companies suffer following oil spills.

Stranded Assets: The way politicians are talk-
ing, stranded assets could become a serious
problem for some energy companies. Some
are suggesting leaving oil in the ground and
prematurely closing power facilities. This has
already happened to nuclear in Japan and
Germany, and with coal all over the world.
Such actions play havoc with balance sheets
and can easily lead to corporate collapse.
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5. Avoid the carbon bubble 
- Play with, not against divestment campaigns

According to The Guardian in September 2015, institutions worth $2.6 trillion
have now pulled investments out of fossil fuels. For more information please
see the Investment chapter of The New Energy Age.

6. Invest in companies with modern products, 
marketing and investment strategies

Macro-economically speaking, and
not as an investment counselor, I
suggest reading the Investment and
Business chapters of The New En-
ergy Age for more detail on why
you should consider investing in
companies like Tesla, GE, Siemens,
Iberdrola, Berkshire Hathaway, Toy-
ota, Google, Apple, Coca Cola,
Uber, IBM, Tom’s Shoes, Walmart,
Target, Walgreens, Whole Foods,
Levi Strauss, Nike, Timberland, Star-
bucks, and Frito Lay. 

7. Become an activist ‘new energy’ investor
Please buy a copy of The New Energy Age for the CEOs of key companies in
your portfolio. Are they saving $550 miliion (that goes straight to the bottom
line) like IBM did, through energy conservation and efficiency? Are they selling
billions in green products like Tesla? 

Are they avoiding billions in fines, as Volkswagen should have done? Are they
re-designing their strategies according to macro-trends like GE and Berkshire
Hathaway? If they’re not, as an investor, you can exit; or as an activist investor,
you can suggest certain changes.

8. Avoid the carbon bubble - Don’t invest in undiversified business models
that might suddenly collapse

If you’ve invested in a dinosaur company whose operations are highly depend-
ent on commodities like oil for production or freight, the risk of a short-term
business interruption is higher than it ever has been before. 
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Worse, transitioning that business to a contemporary model cannot be left until
after financial disaster strikes. Sometimes it can’t be done at all, for example,
it’s not easy to reduce safety costs at a nuclear plant. 

As we know, downward competitiveness spirals sometimes begin innocently,
then deepen quickly. Please see the Wannabee chapter of The New Energy Age
for a detailed example of this, relating to fracking companies.

9. Demand cleaner energy from governments and partner with them
The future of electricity is solar and wind farms that cost $2000 - $3000 per
kilowatt to build, are cheaper to operate, can be built in 6-24 months almost
anywhere, and can help solve our aging grid crisis. Please see the Investment
chapter for more details.

10. Benefit from transit ventures with governments 
Someday soon, more than three-quarters of
us will live in cities, creating excellent oppor-
tunities for investors to mine the tax base. 

In Singapore and elsewhere, private partners
have helped build condo developments atop
metro stations, creating new business zones,
upgrading infrastructure, reducing gridlock
and emissions, benefitting the public,
strengthening municipal finances, and realizing strong gains for themselves. 

These are long-range projects guaranteed by governments with the power of
taxation, and generating revenue for many years. Because government budgets
are struggling under the weight of labour costs and threatened by long overdue
infrastructure upgrades, the negotiation can be very favourable for those pro-
viding capital.
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CLIMATE CHANGE PRIORITY ACTION STEPS
INVESTORS & ENTREPRENEURS

1. Investigate an historic investment opportunity.

2. Act on disruption opportunity 

- Electricity business.    

3. Act on disruption opportunity - Construction business.

4. Don’t invest in carbon bubble companies 

- High risk re insurance, litigation and stranded assets.

5. Avoid the carbon bubble 

- Play with, not against divestment campaigns.

6. Invest in companies with modern products, 

marketing and investment strategies.

7. Become an activist ‘new energy’ investor.

8. Avoid the carbon bubble - Don’t invest in undiversified 

business models that might suddenly collapse.

9. Demand cleaner energy from governments and 

partner with them.

10. Benefit from transit ventures with governments.

SUMMARY
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